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and specimens: Dr. F. Krampl, Mr. I. Svensson, Mr. J.

Heath, Mr. O. Karsholt & Mr. P. Svendsen.
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Greiz.

Catopsilia florella F.: Larval Coloration. —I do
not think Messrs. N. J. and A.C. Derry are correct when they

describe the larva of C. florella as dimorphic (1979, Ent. Rec,
91: 276). The differences between the green and yellow larvae

is due solely to the food, leaves or flowers, on which they

have fed, and if larvae are transferred from flowers to leaves

they will turn green. Presumably the green pigment is a

chlorophyll derivative, which the larvae cannot manufacture
when feeding on the chlorophyll-free flowers. Some years

ago I carried out a fairly extensive series of experiments on
this point, I had also hoped to rear larvae on the flowers of

of the pink-flowered Cassia spp., but unfortunately my trees

bloom during the period of minimal abundance of florella.

Possibly the larger size of the pupa, and presumably the

imago, from the yellow larvae resulted from the lesser fibre

content of the flowers.

An interesting point that emerged from my experiments
was that pupae, whether from green or yellow larvae, were of

exactly the same green tint, indicating that the pupal pigment
was not the same as the larval. —D. G. Sevastopulo,
F.R.E.S., P.O. Box 95617, Mombasa (Nyali), Kenya.


